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ZANIôS FURRY FRIENDS  

is a nonprofit organization  
committed to the rescue of  
companion animals from New York 
City shelters where they  are at risk 
for euthanasia due to overcrowding.  
 
We step in at the last moment 
where time is up & the animal has 
no more chances.  Through our 
generous fosters, our animals get 
that chance. ²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 
ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άŎƘŀƛƴέ ƻŦ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘǎΚ 
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Zanis Furry Friends is a 501(c) (3)charitable organization 

dedicated to uniting companion animals with committed 

owners where both Animals and Humans are Rescued! 

Winter -proofing Your Pooch  
This winter has been a roller coaster on the temperature 
front yet it is still necessary to take winter precautions with 
your pet prior to venturing outdoors. There are a few 
important facts to pay close attention to if you are going for a 
chilly winter walk. So what things do I consider when going 
outside on cold winter days with my buddy? 

 Winter Newsletter 2012 

FABulous FACT for 2011:  Zanis took in 770 animals almost exclusively from ACC, 660 were 
adopted and by 12/2011 300 still in need of homes!   GO ZANIS!!!!! 

Outerwear Of Course!!!  Its not just for style! 
 
When purchasing a dog coat the 2 most important features are fit & the fabric.  
Easy care is an attractive option as it is sure to get soiled.  A sweater should have 
a snug fit & cover all of the dog's stomach to the base of it's tail and be easily put 
on or taken off. Make sure that there's not too much coverage on male dogs or 
you will wind up with a soaked coat when he pees!!!  If the coat has sleeves be 
sure it doesn't impede the dog's ability to walk or run normally.  
 
Most pet outerwear comes in small, medium & large, with most coats having 
adjustable velcro straps to ensure a good fit. A general sizing guide would be: 
Extra small for the toy group, small, for the Mini group, large for a retriever type 
& extra large for the larger breeds.  Some brands  offer a list of breeds on the 
label for that particular size coat. 
 
ÅA General Rule: Many breeds need some sort of extra insulation whether it 
comes in sweater or coat form. The most susceptible to the cold are the Toy 
group, miniature, short-haired & those that are very lean, have short legs and 
have vital organs close to the ground. Others that may need extra insulation are 
dogs recuperating from any illness, injury, are in their "golden" years.  Arthritis is 
aggravated by cold weather so be sure to keep these types warm during winter 
months.  Also young  puppies are sensitive to cold temps so by all means, cover 
emΩ ǳǇΗ 

ÅWalkways -  Any kind of ice melt, whether it is labeled pet-friendly or otherwise 
should be used sparingly if not at all.  It is difficult for our canine companions 
living in the big city but lime rock and calcium chloride salt may result in hyper-
salivating, nausea & vomiting & more commonly, dry cracked paw pads. Dogs do 
lick their feet, especially if clumps of snow are stuck on the pad fur.  Wipe your 
dogs feet with a warm damp cloth upon returning inside to assure no toxins enter 
their body or irritate their paw pads.  Do not let them drink out of puddles!   

ÅOutdoor Potty Area:  If you have a yard, clear a small area where you dog can 
ǿŀƭƪ  ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŦǊŜŜƭȅΦ  L ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 
have my moon hit snow while trying to relieve myself!  No joke!!!   

So get your companion the proper winter gear & enjoy that 1st snowfall or just a 
crisp winter's day walk, because "Happiness is a Warm, Safe Puppy!ά  

http://zanisfurryfriends.org/
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New Craze Weight Loss System:   The ZFF Diet! 

Unbeknownst to me, my life changed, not only emotionally but much to my surprise, 

physically!   As I molded this new canine into my daily routine, I noticed something amazing 

yet unexpected.  I saw the pounds start melting off due to our long walks and jogs. Day after 

day I felt myself become healthier and more active. I woke up earlier to have more time with 

the dogs and found myself more energetic and confident.  

 

Years ago before I started working so much, I used to put in three hours at the gym and 

yearned to get back to that place. Robbie is helping me achieve that goal!  More than anything 

I wake up so in love with him for being such a positive influence in my life, and all this 

came from giving him a second chance at life. All in all, I didn't just save him, he saved me 

right back.  I plan on keeping him until we grow old together. So who needs weight watchers? 

Adopt a pittie today and I can guarantee with my heart and soul, your life WILL change ï in 

every surprising turn, things will happen you never knew could!  Please get involved and help 

us help them! (And help yourself!!!)  © Majdoline Bashir 

Has anyone had this problem?  Well, here you have itéé.I have fluctuated from slim to full 

figure for a long time and was going to try Weight Watchers.  Just prior, I saw a dog in need of 

urgent foster care so as not to be destroyed and I stepped up  for the challenge.  I reached out 

to Zaniôs Furry Friends and began my journey of ñweight lossò only it wasnôt the reason I signed 

up.  Robbie was my key.  A key that opened many new doors to me, only I didnôt know it at the 

time. 

An Unexpected & Surprising Change . . .  Before Robbie  
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Thank you Zaniõs  . . .  

For Robbie . . . For His Life 

Again, we're looking forward to Sunday,  

and hopeful that we could be a potential match for Harry.  Regardless of the outcome, 

thank you so much for what you do for homeless dogs.  Fostering must be challenging on 

a number of levels, but it's such life saving work.  Scooter spent several months in a 

foster home before I adopted him, both to recover medically (he was also incredibly 

matted and emaciated) and emotionally.   

Without that person's care, patience and love, he probably would not have been considered adoptable because 

he was older, stinky, not housetrained and withdrawn.  Instead, we have over 3 fantastic years together and 

every day I thought of the person who patched up my best friend so that we could find each other.  What a 

priceless gift this anonymous home gave me and Scooter.  I guess I just want you to know that the people who 

adopt these dogs are thankful every day for what you do. . . ..Submitted by: Alexis Gandelman 

A Note From A Foster Fan 

http://zanisfurryfriends.org/
http://www.zanisfurryfriends.org/
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/yhqxr684d4k0/?view=att&th=1353a204f86c75c4&attid=0.2&disp=inline&realattid=f_gy4odprp1&safe=1&zw
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These canines are STUNNING! dogs@zanisfurryfriends.org  

Sammy is a gorgeous, sweet, little lab/dane mix puppy who is a favorite in our rescue. 

He ended up at the shelter when his former family couldn't handle his puppy energy  & 

now he waits in a boarding kennel for his forever home - we would love to find him a 

foster or adoptive home asap! Sammy is great with other dogs, cats, & kids & knows 

all his commands! He is an absolutely perfect - playful, sweet, and full of life. 

Boone is a 1  yr old male.  He is a strong dog so kids over 10.  He is a 

puppy & can be pushy so he should be the only dog.  He is housetrained, 

ok with cats and is just a mushy love.  GORGEOUS confirmation!  Can 

Boone come home with you today? All I can say is ñWOWò. 

Bam Bam is a young Lab/Pittie mix, he LOVES to be by your side. ANY time you are 

sitting down his head wants to be in your lap. His favorite is being rubbed around his 

ears. He LOVES people, kids, and other dogs. Today he knows sit, stay, wait, is house 

trained and just about crate trained (only whines for a minute or two when first in his 

crate.)   This hunk deserves a family of his very own no doubt! 

Mamma Mia!!!  Look at this Gorgeous Girl!.. She's a wonderful 1.5y F Tan/White 

Amstaff/HoundX and is 49lbs of pleasure and happiness! She passed her 

behavior test with flying colors and scored a "Beginner" i.e "NO CONCERN" She 

is good with ALL - Adults, Older Kids, Dogs 

Angie - 1y F fawn/white Amstaff/HoundX and I'm 57lbs of pure "happy go lucky" energy! I 

tolerate all handling and am friendly and loving to all. I'm a bit forward with other dogs but 

I just want to play play, play.. Since I'm still a puppy I will need daily structured exercise 

and discipline and since I'm so active I would be best with kids ages 10yrs + .. I would 

love to be with another dog to play with.. 

Parker Posey is a beautiful 1y F Brindle Boxer/PitX who is approx 59 lbs. Sweet, playful & 

loving . She has puppy energy & loves to play fetch.  Good with other dogs & loves 

everyone immediately!  She will brighten your living space for certain!  Might you brighten 

hers?  

Pucho is one of the most handsome dogs in our rescue - just look at those eyes! Pucho 

has an intelligent and quiet way about him, is good with other dogs and friendly with 

people. Pucho is currently in a boarding kennel and we would love to find him a foster or 

adoptive home. 

Chaz & Diesel:  We have just been asked to help re-home 2 of the most 

gorgeous 3y Cocker Spaniels because the family is losing their home. These 2 

boys are healthy and love other dogs. They are step brothers, born a couple of 

weeks apart but they have never been separated so we need to re-home them 

together and fast!  

Albert is a 1.5 year old teacup Min Pin,  5.5 lbs, he is a consummate lap dog who loves to cuddle & 

snuggle with all people, loves other dogs/cats. Great temperament - he is very gentle & would be fine 

in a home with children. Albert has a form of hepatitis which may not be curable, but is manageable 

with a low-protein diet.  While he is responding well, his prognosis is still uncertain.  Wonôt you take a 

chance!?  

Marty is the man in the middle!! This 2.5y Blk Pit/Bull Terrier/Dane X who weighs approx 

45lbs was saved from a NYC shelter where he was scheduled to be euthanized.  He was 

a victim of abuse but his forgive/forget attitude keeps him loving life, people, dogs, playing 

fetch and performing his newly learned tricks!  He is a pup at heart. We suggest children 

over 10yrs as he is a playful boy. Wonôt you be his final destination?  

Our Dogs are fully vetted, spayed/neutered, vaccinated, micro chipped & tested negative for HW 
Foster with Us!  Help Us Save more!!! (Application)        Adopt from Us!  Make Room to Save More!!!  (Application) 

http://zanisfurryfriends.org/
mailto:dogs@zanisfurryfriends.org
http://www.zanisfurryfriends.org/APPLICATIONS/foster.pdf
http://www.zanisfurryfriends.org/APPLICATIONS/dog.pdf
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Lorenzo is about 3 yrs old & must have experienced 

some bad things before we got him. He is a bit fearful 

in new situations. He might do best as a solo cat for an 

experienced cat lover. He is a lap cat & sleeps with his 

foster. He just needs that special home to feel at ease! 

Major is a 2 yr. macho cat Likes to chase 

any cat that is up for the game. Over time 

and with the right owner, Major would also 

become a cuddle cat 

Stunning Lisa Lap Kitty.  She has the 

temperament of a Siamese, unpredictable 

but interesting to live with.  She always 

gets what she wants! 

Persia & Fendi - These two girls have grown up 

together and are best buddies. Though it was 

tough to get them to sit still for a photo together, 

they are very affectionate with each other and 

with people. Fendi is the tabby. 
Sweetest bottle babies ever! Flora & 

Fauna, sisters, are super little girls, 

affectionate, great w/ cats and dogs, 

MUST be adopted together! Very small, 

now 5mos. 

Valerie is REGAL.  Her personality is pretty great too. 

Shes very affectionate to humans, must have been well 

loved as kitten but discarded as a young adult. She is 

only a 1yr old & a complete lap cat. 

Kitty is only about 2 yrs old & very sweet 

& affectionate with people. She is a quiet 

lion, playful but not manic. A good choice 

for someone who likes mellow cats. 

Although Kitty is female she has the same 

character as the mellow orange males. 

Our felines are fully vetted, spayed/neutered, vaccinated, micro chipped & tested negative for FIV/FeLV 
Foster with Us!  Help Us Save more!!! (Application)        Adopt from Us!  Make Room to Save More!!! (Cat Application) 

Get Involved!!!  Please check out our website to see how!  www.ZanisFurryFriends.org      Animal care items or 

monetary donations are always well appreciated to keep us saving lives in a city of 15 million!  We are  

always in need of volunteers to foster our animals. We look forward to hearing from you!      

 

 Visit us on Facebook!  FB has over 2000 friends and growing!  We welcome  

 adopters and fosters  to post their animals.   https://www.facebook.com/ zanisff 

 

Brendon is about 3 years old and a big kitty. He is 

good with other cats and would do with one or two 

that are confident as he is not a meek boy. 

Brendan would be best for an adult home. He likes 

attention on his terms. Meeeeeeow! 

½ŀƴƛΩǎ CŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ tŜǘ DŀƭƭŜǊȅ ς   Come On NY!!!   Step Up!!!   
¢ƘŜǎŜ [ƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘΩǎ aŜƻǿΗ cats@zanisfurryfriends.org  

Mighty Mite is the smallest in my litter but that 

doesnôt stop me! I have a big fast purr and I want 

to be held and given lots of attention 

Please note: young kittens must be adopted in pairs or to households with another young 

playful cat or kitten to ensure proper socialization and companionship.  If you would prefer 

a solo cat, we would be happy to recommend those cats who would do best as solo cats. 

Misty - She is still a baby at 8 months 

and so scared!. She doesnôt seem 

afraid of people, just new things. She is 

fine with other nice cats too 

Betsy is a total love!. 1 Yr.  She has the 

oddest coloring--almost a gray orange! 

And w/ those amber eyes (rarest of eye 

color in cats), is quite unique. She is a 

lap cat, likes belly rubs, catnip, and loves 

other cats 

Jenny is one of those gorgeous tortoiseshells 

with a lot of black and just a dab of white. She 

is a gentle affectionate cat that had the 

misfortune to be left when her owner moved. 

She deserves a good home now.  2Yrs old. 

http://zanisfurryfriends.org/
http://www.zanisfurryfriends.org/APPLICATIONS/foster.pdf
http://www.zanisfurryfriends.org/APPLICATIONS/cat.pdf
http://www.zanisfurryfriends.org/
https://www.facebook.com/zanisff
mailto:cats@zanisfurryfriends.org
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Bounce Your Balls (& Ovaries) Over to a Clinic Today! 

Ah, the old lecture on Spay & Neuter again?  There is a vasectomy, (oops, I mean) ñvasò difference between NY and 

NJôs view on this very subject.  Just across the river in NJ, the culture is much different.  Spay, (pardon me)  ñStayò in 

any dog park in NJ & ask owners if their animal is altered.  Neutered, (I apologize), I mean ñNeutralò views are rare on 

this subject.  Alter (apologies), Alternatively, we want to persuade our NYC animal lovers to commit to altering their 

companion animals to put a halt to overcrowding here and now. Why should you jump on board? 

 

ÁLower the destroy rate. First & foremost, millions of unwanted companions are destroyed every year across our 

nation, a good deal in NYC.  Donôt be a contributor, take control and be responsible about repro issueséfor the bigger 

picture.  Just say ñYesò to getting your pet altered! 

ÁGuarantee a long, healthy life free of cancerous tumors in both male and female reproductive organs. (Our story on 

Rosie exemplifies this) 

ÁBehavioral issues kept to a minimum.  Imagine having hormones running through your body that you cannot act 

on?  (Weôve all been teens).  Well, for dogs and cats alike, negative behavior manifests itself where an animal is ñnotò 

allowed to act on what comes natural such as marking or misbehaving.  Remember Samantha in Sex & the City?  

Well, she was only calm when allowed to do what came natural to her, otherwise she was out of control!  Right?  Your 

pet feels the same but lacks human intelligence to understand and control urges.  

Free No Cost / Low Cost Clinics In NYC! 
 

Operation Pit ï Established to help reduce the Perpetuation of Pit Population  

(Try saying that fast!) Free spay, neuter, or vasectomy surgeries for Pit Bulls and  

Pit Bull mixes, along with optional free Distemper/Parvovirus vaccinations and free  

microchips.  Phone: (877) 900-PITS For the plight of the pits that are destroyed  

in ACC due to overcrowding. 

 

The Toby Project 

Free spay/neuter surgeries and rabies vaccinations for all cats & mixed breed dogs in NYC. If you do not have proof of 

public assistance and your dog is a pure breed, the cost is $75 for spay/neuter and $8 for rabies vaccinations. 

Phone: (212) 799-1120  E-mail: info@tobyproject.org 

  

ASPCA Mobile Spay/Neuter Clinics 

*Free spay/neuter, rabies & distemper vaccination, nail trim, & e-collar on a mobile clinic in all five boroughs with proof 

of public assistance. $99 per animal if you are not on public assistance. (877) SPAY-NYC (877-772-9692) 

*If you are the owner of a Pit Bull, Pit mix, or large mixed breed dog, you are eligible for free spay/neuter surgery and 

rabies and distemper vaccinations, regardless of your financial need.  Phone: (877) SPAY-NYC (877-772-9692) 

 

Friends of Animals | Spay and Neuter Certificate Information 

Spaying and Neutering Certificates may be purchased on-line. Or to order by mail call 1-800-321-PETS (1-800-

321-7387) & request an application.  The recommended age for spay/neuter is 2-6 months of age.  Female animals 

should be spayed before their first heat (estrus cycle). They do not need to have a litter before spaying. 

 

Why NOT take advantage?. . . .make an appointment today! 

Shops Closed 

Because my owners care 

Samantha Jones  was last seen 
as a testicle running down 7 th!    

http://zanisfurryfriends.org/
http://www.aspca.org/aspca-nyc/operation-pit.html
http://www.tobyproject.org/node/195
http://www.tobyproject.org/node/195
tel:%28212%29 799-1120
tel:%28212%29 799-1120
tel:%28212%29 799-1120
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/3alzbbjq9bcy/?&v=b&cs=wh&to=info@tobyproject.org
http://www.aspca.org/877spaynyc
http://www.aspca.org/877spaynyc
tel:%28877-772-9692
tel:%28877-772-9692
tel:%28877-772-9692
tel:%28877-772-9692
tel:%28877-772-9692
tel:%28877-772-9692
tel:%28877-772-9692
tel:%28877-772-9692
tel:%28877-772-9692
tel:%28877-772-9692
http://www.friendsofanimals.org/programs/spay-neuter/
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The evening was lively, fun and moving, with stellar performances, as we have come to expect for 

this twice yearly event. The event raised between $2,500 and $3,000 for Zani's. We would like to 

do better each time. We need your help! Get the word out and buy your tickets! If you cannot 

attend, you can make a donation through PayPal on the Zani's Furry Friends website. 100% of the 

proceeds from the benefit go to Zani's. The performers all donate their talents on behalf of ZFF.  

Good time was had by all at the Zani's Furry Friends benefit:  

 

Love Makes The World Go 'Round  
at the Laurie Beechman on November 26, 2011  

 

Co-hosted by the effervescent Eric Michael Gillett and the 

lovely, welcoming Jazz diva Sue Matsuki, the show featured 

performances by such luminaries as John O'Hurley (Host of 

Purina's National Dog Show and star of CHICAGO on 

Broadway), Len Cariou (original SWEENEY TODD on 

Broadway and Blue Bloods on TV), Carole Demas (original 

Sandy in GREASE on Broadway and Magic Garden on TV), 

Marni Nixon (The Voice of Hollywood) and Sarah Rice (original 

Johanna in SWEENEY TODD on Broadway). The show also 

included the fabulous talents of, Phil Geoffrey Bond (My Friend 

The Cat), Peter Napolitano (lyricist and writer), Jazz goddess 

Rosemary Loar, Cabaret goddess Tanya Moberly, the 

charming Erin Cronican, the chanteur David Vernon, Sean 

Harkness (Guitar), Eve Weiss (Classical Guitar), Jonathan 

Russell (16 year old Jazz Violin sensation), beautiful voiced 

singers Deb Berman, Janice Hall, Elena Bennett, all three 

Bistro Award winners for excellence. One of the many highlights 

of the evening was Jamison Stern and adorable little Gertie. 

The musical quality was kept high by the talents of Mark Janas, 

Ian Herman and Bill Zeffiro at the piano. 

 

 

The next ZFF  benefit will be at the legendary Birdland 

Jazz Club in early May 2012. Watch this space and the 

ZFF page on FaceBook for more detailed  

information. 

Upcoming Events:  May 2012 

http://zanisfurryfriends.org/
http://www.zanisfurryfriends.org/
http://www.birdlandjazz.com/
http://www.birdlandjazz.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ zanisff
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It was early December and I had just moved into my first home. In my mind there is nothing that  
completes a home, especially a new one, like a dog. I couldn't help myself. I had to have one. So I  
started looking for a dog and I visited a few shelters that I foster for.  
 
One rainy day I came across a small toy poodle named Clara tucked away in the sick ward in the back of a shelter. She was matted, 
her hair was discolored, and she was obviously blind, but there was something about her. Despite all her problems she was 
showing off her enthusiasm as I watched a shelter worker share her own lunch with this tiny ball of fur.  The woman explained to 
me she was so hoping a rescue would take her as she was surely going to be destroyed for lack of people showing interest in such 
a sight. But a blind dog. What would I do with a blind dog? I politely excused myself and moved on to look at other dogs but didn't 
find anything that sparked my interest. 
 
As a few days went by I couldn't put Clara out of my thoughts. I was told that she was tossed out of a car on the FDR Drive in 
Manhattan and a good citizen picked her up and took her to the shelter. How awful that an animal who gave the best years of her 
life to someone could be tossed away like that. 
 
I was returning to that same shelter a few days later to pick up a dog I had agreed to foster for Zani's Furry Friends in NYC. As I 
drove there, Clara again floated around in my mind. Was she still there? Alive? In a Freezer? Did a rescue take her? I began to feel 
something for her but I wasn't quite sure what. After I had seen her just a few days ago, I contacted three toy poodle rescues in 
the NJ area but no one had room and who would want a blind dog anyway. I felt this tiny, aged old dog deserved a warm lap to 
spend the rest of her days on. I made an important decision -- I decided I would be that lap.  
 
On my way to the shelter I hurriedly telephoned, fearful I might be too late, that perhaps this unvalued little animal had already 
been euthanized. They put me on hold for what seemed to be a half hour when in reality only a few minutes passed. A woman on 
the other end of the phone finally said, "Clara is still here and you can take her home if you like." $25 later, walking off to the car 
with this unkempt little mess, I felt as if I had won some huge prize but at the same time not knowing the journey I was about to 
embark on. I felt I was doing her a favor since she didn't deserve what had happened to her.  
 
As the months passed, I began to feel something unexpected towards Clarabelle. I had it all wrong, Clara was doing me the favor.  
 
Regardless of her blindness, runny eyes and crippled, boney body, this little ball of fur was NOT a quitter. As time passed and I 
watched her constant determination to master even the simplest of tasks, I came around to be in awe of her strong enduring 
spirit. She navigated what seemed to be insurmountable obstacles as she melted into the household routine. Regardless of the 
hand that was dealt her, she was a happy, tail wagging pooch from the get go.  
 
Clara greeted me every morning standing on two legs, hopping around with joy to start her day. After just two short months she 
tried the stairs successful with just a little coaxing, she was on her way to independence! She became a stealth detective when it 
came to locating her food bowl. She memorized just where to go in the house when she wanted a drink of water. The couch was 
no problem -- she jumped right up and after a few failures, she got the height and how to land down pat. I discovered Clara's 
hearing was so acute as she knew when someone was approaching the house pre "ding dong" and confidently warned me. She 
settled into my arms every night belly up with soft tiny kisses for my chin.  
 
Because she was not easy to look at and so many other twists of fate were stacked up against her, she has wormed her way into 
my heart like no other animal I have had, and I have plenty of them. 
 
Our media tends to point to perfection in every facet of life from models, to cars to homes. Anyone reading this would clearly 
realize that imperfections make the threads of ones' life much more interesting and out of the ordinary. Imperfections make life a 
challenge. . .for some. It's how you deal with those imperfections and bumps in the road that will determine how you deal with 
life's difficulties. Clara is clearly an ambassador for this statement. 
 
So you see something old was something new for me. Clara won't ever understand the unexpected lesson she taught me as I 
silently watch her navigate her world the best she could. I wished our paths had crossed much earlier in life. I wouldn't hesitate 
taking a broken down, old matted dog hidden away in the corner of a shelter ever again. I can only wish others would open their 
hearts to such an experience.  
 
For now, I tell Clara she is a finely bred French poodle from the wealthiest corner of Paris.  She deserves  
the best for the rest of her life and I will do my best to insure that she gets nothing less.         
 J.Grinthal © www.GimmeShelters.org  

Something Old, Something New 

http://zanisfurryfriends.org/
http://www.zanisfurryfriends.org/
http://www.gimmeshelters.org/
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In Greek mythology,  what is Odysseus's dog's name?  
1. Argos  2. Ophelia   3. Burt   
  
 What is the smallest breed of hunting dog ?  
1. Fox Terrier   2. Jack Russell   3. Dachshund 
   
 What is a group of kittens called?      
1. Cubbies  2. Clutch   3. Kindle   
   
Who had "Beauty without vanity, strength without Insolence, courage without ferocity, and all the 
virtues of man without his vices"  inscribed on his dog's gravestone?     
1.  Lord Byron   2. Theodore Roosevelt  3. Debbie Golder  
  
What is an extreme fear of cats called?  
1. Androphobia  2. Ailurophobia  3. Panophobia 
       
What  was Nostradamus's cat's name?     
1.  Grimalkin  2. Fred   3. Corniferous    
 
What is the third eyelid  on a dog called?    
1.  Scale  2. Haw  3. Polydactyl      
 
What is the chemical component in chocolate that leads to increased stimulation of cardiac and 
nervous systems and can potentially be lethal?  
1.  Theobromine 2. Caffine   3. Ecithin  
    
Aside from their nose, what is the organ Cats smell with located on the upper part of their mouths?   
1. Jacobsonõs Organ 2. Tandom  3. Iphone  
   
The entire ancient Egyptian family would do this if their feline family member perished:   
1.  Place the Body in a Tree  2. Walk for Two Days  3. Shave their Eyebrows   
 
What is the component in Cat Food that prevents blindness?   
1. Omega 3õs  2. Dextrose   3.  Taurine  

Pet Trivia . . .  

 Are You Up for the Challenge 

Rate your Answers On Page 11 
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Kibble or Canned???? 
  

 
Many of us think of feeding our cats as a non-issue; keep the bowl topped off with dry food and let kitty eat 

as she pleases.  In an article by Lisa A. Pierson, DVM she mentions that convenience becomes a 

conundrum as some sobering realities about the nutritional value of dry food come to the fore.   

  

At the heart of the controversy between wet and dry food is the fact that our sweet kitty is actually an obligate 

carnivore.  That is to say her metabolism has evolved over the millennia to digest only animal protein, which 

is found in meat and organ tissue.  This leads us to our first point of contention with dry food:  

 

All proteins are not created equal.  Plant proteins have an incomplete profile of amino acids (the building 

blocks of protein).  Vegetarians and omnivores have developed the ability to fill in the missing pieces and 

derive the full nutritional benefit of plants, but cats have not.  Only animal protein has the complete profile of 

amino acids that cats need.  Dry food derives much of its claimed protein content from plant-derived sources, 

which in reality, are of very little nutritional value to your cat.  Even if listed protein content in canned food 

appears to be the same as dry food, the quality is far superior.   

 

The second problem with dry food may sound similar to a human dietary issue; too many carbs.  The high 

grain content of dry cat food yields carbohydrate levels up to ten times greater than what your cat evolved to 

consume in nature.  Out-door cats donôt graze on grains, they hunt prey and are as physiologically suited to 

their diet as cows are to grass.  Dry foods are made up mostly of meat-flavored cereals because it is 

inexpensive and convenient to produce not because itôs optimal for cats.  Canned foods, on average, contain 

a mere fraction of the carbohydrates that are found in dry foods (but do your homework, there are some 

brands that carbo-load).  

 

Last, but certainly not least, on our list of dry food malfeasances is so essential to the topic that it is 

eponymous of the food itself; its dry.   Cats have evolved to obtain a significant amount of their hydration 

from their food and therefore have a diminished thirst drive.  Even if she drinks more water form her bowl, a 

dry-fed cat will consume fifty percent less water than a cat that is fed only wet food.  The medical issues 

associated with dehydration are numerous and severe, but cats on wet food diets are far less likely to suffer 

them.   

 

These three topics are but the bones of a body of knowledge that is well worth your time to investigate 

further.  Dr. Piersonôs full article can be found at catinfo.org.  She covers an entire spectrum of topics related 

to feline nutrition including in-depth analysis the of common health problems associated with poor diet, how 

to accurately asses the nutritional content of cat food, and recipes for money- saving and nutritionally 

superior home-made wet cat food. So remember, every sick pet seems fine until theyôre very sick, so do your 

cat and yourself a favor and scoop out a few ounces of mushy wet prevention.  

© David Katz  (How appropriateé.Katz!) 

Why Dry Cat Food is all Wet  
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We saw Rosie on Urgent Part 2.  She was an adorable, tiny, geriatric poodle in need of  
some care.  After trading a few phone calls,  my college roommate, Loretta  committed to  
ŀŘƻǇǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ L ƳŀŘŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ƘŜǊ ǳǇΣ [ƻǊŜǘǘŀ ǿŀǎ ōǳǎȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ wƻǎƛŜΩǎ  ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ōȅ 
buying a few things to make her feel comfortable when she finally arrived home.   
 
On my way into the city the fog and rain went unnoticed as my anticipation grew.    I pulled up to the ACC 
at about 9:30 and signed in.  After a few minutes, the woman brought Rosie out.  My eyes immediately 
gravitated to an enormous mass hanging from her abdomen, so much so it had to be supported along with 
her legs while being held.  She was clean with endless white curls and relatively alert which indicated to 
me someone did care for her before she wound up at ACC.  As the woman handed her to me, my heart 
sank as I gently cradled her in my arms and I spoke softly to calm her little shaking body.   
 
As I drove home, I saw on her paperwork that she was found in a hallway inside a building, obviously 
ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ϧ ƘŜǊ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ wƻǎƛŜΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀǘ ŀ 
ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǎǘΦ   wƻǎƛŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘΦ  !ƭƭ ǎƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
the time uncaring hands put her down in that hallway & walked away.   Not only was Rosie failed by her 
ƻǿƴŜǊǎΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ȅŜǘΦ  {ƘŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ 
I handled her & even though she was miserable she mustered up an occasional lick for my chin.   
 
We arrived at the vet at 2:30pm that day.  Although I had hoped we could provide Rosie with comfort and 
a loving home for her remaining days, after examination and talk with the Doctor, it was evident Rosie 
suffered not only emotionally but she had been in discomfort for some time now.  The tumor, allowed to 
grow so large, literally dragged on the ground.  That coupled with her hernia had caused her great 
discomfort. Surgery was possible but the doctor said it would be cruel to put her through that at her age.  
A blanket of disappointed wrapped around me at that moment. I yielded to her advice and signed papers 
to have her peacefully put down. Not a good day at all. 
 
There is no doubt this part of pet ownership is inevitable. Our pets are family,  keeper of all our secrets ς 
our strong points, our shortcomings, our failures, our sadness & of course our love for them.  When this 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǇŀǎǎŜǎΣ ƛǘǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǘΣ ƛǘǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ϧ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǳǎΦ  
That silent contract is forever broken as are our hearts.   No pet owner should relinquish those difficult 
final moments of saying goodbye to anyone other than themselves.  It was here that Rosie had been sadly 
failed by her owners.        
 
As I drove off with an empty crate that held such hope for my dear friend, my mind drifted to how some 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǊŘ ȅŜǘ ǳƴŀǾƻƛŘŀōƭŜΦ   Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƘǳƎŜƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎΣ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ 
Rosie but more so because an owner failed her friendly spirit at a time when strong familiar hands were 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƳƻǎǘΦ  CƻǊ wƻǎƛŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦŜƭƭ ƻƴ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊǎΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ  ¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ 
there were many humans that saw her on Urgent that night who reached out & were praying for this 
precious little poodle. Rest in peace Rosie and may your recent stress flow from your bones knowing that 
ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜǘǊŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƴŜŜŘΦ  
We did what was best for you because we loved you, if only for a short time.  
(J. Grinthal © www.Gimmeshelters.org ) 

In the Absence of Strong Hands 
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Delivered By God 

On September 29th with tears I gave Joshua, my Maine Coon friend of 15 years, a peaceful passing.  
Lucia, my long-haired tuxedo friend of 14 years and I comforted each other. With time I knew I 
would replace Joshua.  Maine Coons are so extraordinary I felt strongly only a Maine Coon could fill 
the void left by Joshua.   But where to find one?  And one who would be compatible with Lucia? 
 
I googled "Maine Coon cats New York".  Zani's Furry Friends came up; who are they I wondered.  On 
a Sunday afternoon trip to Petco at Lexington and 86th, I spoke with the people with cats for 
adoption.  Oh, you're Zani's Furry Friends?  Having been impressed by the representatives of Zani's 
Furry friends at Petco, later that evening I again googled "Maine Coon cats New York" to see if Zani's 
Furry Friends had a young Maine Coon.   
 
There was a 1-year old Maine Coon named Furever Amber.  Perfect, I thought, and filled out the 
application.  A few minutes later my phone rang; Gisella, the director of Zani's Furry Friends, not only 
had Furever Amber, but lived 3 blocks from me and would bring her over the next morning.  Gisella 
assured me Furever Amber was quiet, nonassertive and shy by nature as well as being quite beautiful. 
 
Within days, Gisella's shy foster cat was blossoming from quiet to talkative with the distinctively Maine 
Coon chirping trill, curious about every nook and cranny, assertive at  
mealtime, goofy with new toys, admiring  
of the older Lucia whom she looks up to,  
and exhibiting intelligence, spirit as well as  
gentleness. 

 
She is now named Pelatiah after an  
ancestor of mine.  It's a name from the  
Hebrew Scriptures and means  

òDelivered by God.ò 
                                        © Simone Crockett  

1. Argos 

2. Dachshund  

3. Kindle 

4. Lord Byron 

5. Ailurophobia  

6. Grimalkin  

7. Haw 

8. Theobromine  

9.  Jacobsonôs Organ   

10.  Shave Eyebrows 

11.  Taurine 

0:         (Pet Rocks are your Thing) 

3 ï 5:   Goldfish are as far as youôll go! 

6 ï 8:   Highly Intelligent (Dogs love you!) 

9 ï 11: Scary Smartï (Cats run from you!) 
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